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Within Kenya there are many people
vulnerable to modern slavery. As well as
Kenyans themselves, these include
members of migrant and refugee
communities...

KENYA

The migrant communities
come from the diverse ethnic
and cultural backgrounds of
East Africa.

Including Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Sudan and Somalia.

Some of these difficulties are
historic...

Many Kenyans and migrants have
experienced issues in accessing
citizenship documents

or state issued

identity

...and delays are compounded by
long vetting and verification processes




Without documents, people are
forced into insecure, often
exploitative labour roles in the
informal economy.

The lack of these documents
has a profound impact on the
lives of those affected.

...and discriminative application of the law, compound these issues,
placing people without documents at risk of modern slavery.
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I am 34, 1 am from Kenya. It is the
only country | have ever known, |
work washing peoples clothes.

When | was born my
mother and father did
not have documents,
so | have not been able
to apply for mine.

| am the 4th generation of my

family that has been without

documents, even though we
have always lived in Kenya.

Washing people's clothes, or
cleaning their houses is the only
work available to me.

People are able to take advantage
of me, but what choice do | have
other than to do this work?

| am not treated
well by the people
| work for.




They mistreat me because | have no way In the past | have been sexually abused
by people | work for. | did not tell the

authorities, | do not trust that they
would help me.

of proving that | am Kenyan.
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| work very long hours, The people | work for,
sometimes for no pay. they refuse to pay me...
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...And when | complain, they tell me Because they say no-one
that they can do what they like... knows | am here.




| was born in Kenya.

When | was very young
my mother died and |
was left on my own. |
still remember her.

Because there was nobody that could care
for me | was taken in by the orphanage, |
spent my childhood there.

Because of this | am not

able to obtain any legal
documentation.

When | left the orphanage the institution
didn’t pass on my official documents that
proved | am from Kenya...
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| am worried, people think
badly of me because | grew up
in an orphanage.



| am worried this
experience will

stigmatise me for

the rest of my life.

Itis likely | will never get legal
documents, a birth certificate or
national identity card, or even
certificates for exams I've sat!

Without these pieces of paper it is
not possible for me to access public
services like the e-citizen service, or

to find a good job that is secure.

| travelled to work abroad, assisted by an
employment agency, however, it was a tourist
visa and now | am in a foreign country
working without relevant documents. | do
whatever | have to do to make money. In the
past | have worked for food only.

| worry about it a lot.

| was forced to work as a cleaner, but my
employers treated me very badly. | had
to run away, to escape them.




| came to Kenya seeking
safety and asylum when
there was war at home.

| am originally
from Ethiopia.

But here | do whatever | can to
gain some money. | often work
in construction.

At home | was well educated. |
gained a degree and | was

looking forward to a good life.

The conditions are very harsh, sometimes the
foreman beats me to make me work harder, |
cannot report him to a government officer
because | do not have I.D, as an adult | don’t
have the protection a child has under the law.

| am paid very little for my
efforts, often | am only paid in
food, and forced to come back

to work again the next day.




| cannot get a formal job
although | have proof of
registration as an asylum
seeker, but | have no
refugee |.D.
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| need papers to help me with
these things, but the authorities
often treat us differently; they
believe a Sudanese person has
money.

I've tried applying for I.D, but the bureaucrat keeps
asking me for different documents, some of which are
not required in law. | wish | could just live my life but |
need official papers so | can work.




This comic has been illustrated by Daniel
Locke and produced by PositiveNegatives
from research undertaken by the African
Migration and Development Policy
Centre (AMADPOC), and United Nations
University Centre for Policy Research, in
partnership with the Freedom Fund.

The research in Kenya shows how a lack of
access to official documentation among
nationals and displaced individuals can
increase their vulnerability to modern
slavery. The research shows that this lack of
official documentation obstructs access to
essential services and exacerbates
exploitation risks. It proposes effective
policy interventions that address these
interconnected socio-economic challenges.

You can learn more about the findings of the
research in the full report entitled "No Identity
No Protection: How lack of documentation
drives modern slavery."
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